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EDUCATOR EFFECTIVENESS FUNDS 
 
For over a decade, the percentage of English Language Learners (ELLs) in Richmond and 
surrounding cities has expanded. In the 2021-22 academic year, over 42% of the Manzanita 
Charter Middle School student population are ELLs. Of these students, 80% are levels one or 
two suggesting a strong need for excellent English language development and support. 
 
Manzanita will use the majority of the funds to have an expert evaluation of the current English 
Language Development (ELD) program, and to provide guidance on programmatic 
improvement. Using data from the 2020-2021 ELPAC and reclassification rates, plus 
observations of the current ELD class, the evaluator will provide a road-map including 
curriculum suggestions, instructional guidance, and formative assessments. Next, the expert will 
visit all classrooms, and provide training to the full staff on effective teaching strategies for our 
population of English Language Learners. We look forward to the benefits that accrue for all 
students with the supports targeted to the ELLs.  
 
This request is targeted to prompt number seven on the allowable uses of the Educator 
Effectiveness grant: Instruction and education to support implementing effective language 
acquisition programs for English learners, which may include integrated language development 
within and across content areas and building and strengthening capacity to increase bilingual and 
biliterate proficiency.  
 
 
 


